Gloucestershire County Netball Association

Bateman Shield / Per Ardua Rules - 2010/2011 Season

1. 
Matches must be played according to IFNA rules.
2. 
League rules apply other than where specified.
3.  
All teams entering the GCNA Winter League receive automatic entry to the Bateman/Per Ardua competition.  However, teams will be given the opportunity to “opt-out” of the competition, ahead of the 1st Round draw, to avoid unnecessary conceding of matches.  If a club concedes at the 1st round or withdraws any team other than their lowest team, they must provide a list of at least 7 players for that team.  These 7 players will not be eligible to play for a lower team from that club in the competition.
4.
Every team will be given a handicap decided by the Executive Committee. The handicap is kept for the duration of the competition.
5. 
Dates for each round will be determined by the Executive Committee at the beginning of each season.   The dates for the 1st and 2nd rounds will be “play by” dates, with teams being able to mutually agree an earlier date to play the fixture.   If no earlier date can be agreed by the teams, the play by date must be used.  The quarter finals, semi finals and finals are fixed dates. 

The 1st and 2nd round will be played before Christmas, the remaining rounds after Christmas.

Teams will be drawn at random – the home team will be the first team drawn.  The home team is responsible for contacting the away team to arrange a time and venue for the fixture.  Court costs will be shared equally between the home and away teams.  

The quarter-final, semi final and the final will be played at a Central venue, booked by the Executive Committee, and all will be played after Christmas.  Times for each fixture will be decided and advised by the Bateman Secretary.  Each team will pay 50% of the court fee for each central venue match they play in. 
6. 
On completion of each round a new draw will be made. Each fixture, in each round, will be drawn randomly by the Bateman Secretary, witnessed by a member of the Executive Committee.

If there are an odd number of teams in a round, a bye will be randomly drawn for one team.  If an odd number of teams still remains at the Quarter Final stage, the Executive Committee will arrange a play off, to ensure that the semi finals and final continue in the normal way.

7. 
Each team is responsible for emailing the result to the Bateman Secretary by the Monday following the fixture.  They should also post a completed result card to the Bateman Secretary, to arrive within a week of the match.  

The result card represents the official score of the match and once this has been signed by both Captains and Umpires no complaint can be lodged. Captains and Umpires must check that the final score is correct.
8. 
Only players registered with IFNA will be eligible for these matches and must be affiliated to a C & G Gloucestershire League club. 
No player in a club, having played for one team in this competition is allowed to play for any other team in her club, for Bateman or Per Ardua matches. Players can only represent one club in this competition regardless of how many clubs they affiliate to.
9.
Each team shall consist of a squad of 12 players, maximum, for the duration of the competition. In the event of a player being unable to continue playing due to pregnancy or injury, permission can be sought from the Bateman Secretary for that player’s name to be removed from the team squad list, and replaced by another player, who has not played for any other squad in the entire competition.

10.
Teams from Divisions 1, 2 and 3 will be entered into the Bateman competition.  Teams from Divisions 4, 5, 6 and 7 will be entered into the Per Ardua competition.  Any team conceding a match in any round will be withdrawn from the entire competition.
11. If a club concedes a match, they are liable for the full court fees.

12.
Each team must provide a qualified Umpire.  The umpire must be at least to the standard of the lower team.  However, teams new to the league will not be able to use unqualified umpires for the pre-Christmas fixtures as they can for league fixtures – they must provide a Beginner Award Umpire, or higher.

Umpires for the quarter finals, semi finals and finals must be neutral IFNA qualified, C award or above.
Umpires and Scorers for the semi finals and finals will be provided by the Executive Committee.

13.
In the event that the score is a draw after normal time, then the whistle will be held until the next goal is scored.

14.
Any game which cannot be mutually agreed upon must be referred to the Bateman Secretary.

15.
Any team not complying with the said requirements will be excluded from the competition until further notice.
In the event of any difficulty, the Bateman Shield Secretary must be notified in writing and the matter will be referred to the Executive Committee, whose decision will be final.
